
. 'LAY SCHOOL THAT IS IFlRAHIfiLY EXPERIMENTAL
The Mother with Public School Tendencies and the

Child Who Sceptically Cannot Connect "Play" and
"School" Will Be Beneficiaries if This Experiment

Works Out as the School of the Future.
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Til of till» Future I 111«..

of aol-
«pectaclad children men-,

t.i lidea. Tl
n for the ordinary piti

when
tO IllMK«

know a rntaiti kind of arithmetic. !>«*

canea la measuring the alas «>f a wagon

they wish tu build thry use arithmetic.
And so iijrures are to them actualities

und implements, in place of weary chalk

aneil, symbol* si nothing that re

their life.
..o .- a! iaa Pi atl kindly ex¬

it an experiment in educa-
Wi- do Dot ><-¦ t feel that we have

,1 out the pii»b!«-m fully, but we

rying to correlate th<- ehild'a life

teacher whon shs looked in at one door

or another. Occasionally h childwoald
run up tt) her and ask her «some ques¬
tion. Whan it was aaawatttd the child
went to it* play again.

In another room a small hoy was bout

owr the drawing board. before him

Was a huge sheet of paper and a set

of crayons. No one was near to help
him or to suggest to hin. Ha was

working spontaneously und in utter for-

getiulness of all aiound him. Draw«

lag f«>r the oniinary «chool child is a

fur différent mutter He Is placed la¬

boriously over hi* task, and he must

Jo exactly as he is Uli! throughout the

«jifiirult per.oil. A few enjoy it

I'.liu natura le drawing.
The others are in tcr'.ure.

}H;I '. hool draw»

merely a mode if«

When a child wants to expp
thing, ho quite naturall}1 get:-, his1

drawing materials and makes a picture
i»t what is in his mind. When the

ehildren go on any of their numerous

expeditions in search of know ledge
they return with one impression up-

'. It may not he the one, which
eher hail in mind, but the child

merely a picture, H is a story as we!

"This man if walking over the bridg«
He looks down the river and sees thif

Hi- is going to this building, wim-l

you »to here, and whleh is a factor«

which makes wheel," ¡uid it als«

teaches them how to manipulate then

linger«- and writing material, thus niak

Ing writing easier for ti.cm.
"Hut that I consider relatively un¬

important," suys Miss Pratt. "They
will learn how to read ami write any¬

way v.hen they are a little older. That

la where the public schools make their

greatest mistake. They spend almo-t

all their timo in the lower grade*.
k' 'ii«« children how to rend ami

write. I prefer to train the powers of

-.ration, and give them a little

knowledge of the real things of life, i»o

that they have something with uhich

in correlate ul.af they learn in their

Then they will be able to un-

ind better what they reuil.

"As it ia, ] have to send some of the

children out during reading and writ¬

ing lessons They learn too quickly,
and ere apt to put too much stress on

that, to 1 .--ion of their other

inter«- I mteaaori method, too,

"1 want then to know life as it is

to-day, to sharpen their understanding
of real things. When they nee a wagon

on the street they must know whcro

it has come from ami whero it is going.
On the way from the wholesaler to the

retailer, and a simplo explanation of

the fundamentals of commerce, they
learn «bout the policeman who stops
tin- wagon, and .raffle regulations. And

Incidentally they !« urn about police
¡systems of other nations, and some¬

thing about what tho various govern¬

ments stand for."

In this casual, natural way they learn

all that is of intcreat around them.

Their fund of information la wide for

children who rue on'j four to fix \enrs

in age, but »hey a:e leal precocioua
than the ordinary room full of chil¬

dren. They arc unconscious. Their \
mterc. I aroused, and their ;
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with all that i? most modern In th

educational world. And each *

that the child learns it must il

itaclf in naturally.***».
Like th« ichool, which ha

revol
for the child, thia achool never

Ipil¦. No one Is forced to har:

and no one is forced to play Hut sine«

every child wanl to play, and
the toys all call !\>r a meaaure

centration and require real thoui
direction, the child cannot fail tc

l.-arn. If it builds a bridge, or makes i

grain elevator, it is learnir.-*; physics
for it ha- --eights, balance«-

many other prineiplea, all uncon-

y

On etiter:ng the school one would
ate to classify it. Many children

were running up and down stairs, some

on the curious balconies which serve to

; \* more floor .pace; some were play¬
ing at the sand box, some working at

the carpenter's bench, sone push.r.g
wooden cars around wnojen

One was making a clock to flt the sta

tien, and soma were walking up and

down gravely, arpa-rr
But th«

aVla>ing, and «raid no a'.'.en'.iou to their

parate personality, und the fact
ha erved a thoi ....' about

any one thing ami found it intereating
'.« ai ¡i valuable

1 or ita ice, , aero»*

., per-
¦". e.ch one goes

te drawing i.icture«

»reatly.
One i Hut an-

:.> iIihw the

Brooklyn Bridge, which it bus
......

Ai «»ltier may

picture th« , . hich n...y

pealed to nim in

ijuite such a foreeable manner. The

sun will be a large ye low disk, but

id of rema in the

sky, :'. Spreu.!« out in ".creas.ng

brightne.--s to the water belo«. An-

other child has heard all abou*. sub-

marine», »o he has drawn s Herman

battleship, a torpedo at a great dis-

tance from the ship, in Egyptian per-

-p».-'!ve, and a shot in mid-distance.

Th.s drawing aarre« I in one

>ae. It a da in obaerrati'

. for vihen they (haw, it is nut

#£*£. «f>« *&.
â~\/£A/ HE HAS A/V AC/TQMOB/LE,. J3UT /7-

is based too f.rinly on '.he carl«, ac- concentration great.
quiring of reading and writing. There are no rt'l's. With one exeep-

when

they please. The beauty of Miss

The 3A¿coA2r g/^só a?oa*£ ^¿.oo^ smee to /ill.

!-..-.'¦; ide?H however, lies In the fact

that the children please at the right
time. If all children are gathered
around the kind cartoonist who has

co.no to show them how to ,iake paper

animal-, and one is much more inter¬

ested In building a «and palace, she is

asked to join. The joys of the animal

game are pointed out to her. But when

«die reaffirms her choice of the sand,
a la no lonjyer molested. The one ex¬

ception is that the children may not do

anything to interfere -with one else':

inclinations. And this restriction is

not very hard. They may not be bois¬

terous, because that prevents some one

from doing what he wants.

"We have not a picked class of chil¬
dren here," said Miss Prat*. "Th4*/
arc children from the neighborhood,
and their fathers are of the class of
akllled mechanics. Some of the chil¬
dren have learned too many of the
street ways, and they must be firmly-
handled. But they are all intelligent
and hopeful. I hope to keep them here

until they are *en yt*i7: o.«i, »nd lia
sure they will enter »he grisai:
school st a higher gtmi* tasa :i tSS>

tomary."
"Do you keep th< N *'.! ssj

after the femi:; ihe SM

asked. *

"N'o," she .«mile»!, ".' oQjh I be-

ligve in it thoroughly. Bat there Is no

real .
'. IS there «T,

l am .-ure tl -ten.

Probably, after a while, too, all the

II will have «ma'l clusei I.»

this, which can gire the child i««.;-

vidual attention. It i« .».-ir.r.er.tly few-
ble for them, and will makí so eMt

mous difference to tbi chita."

Then ws watched the dancing lei

son, which might have been th« «rdi-

nary school child's rene?«, for t»A

child took tun« m (i.ineirg «ion« for

the rest of the c'a*». They work«»

hard, making up their -ttepa. a-» *"'

ing to step to ditTu nil rhythm«, I*-

their faces were glad.

Wherein the Woman Reporter, on the Scent of the
Woman's Angle, Mor-ücviltVirally. Found There Wasn't Any
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.

activ ity a Into h<

magnif] ii » glai in h in

1 reduces it :.« laws.
in thi ie of mind

th« Klowei ich is

held

to learn something e« nc«

growing and
v

to learn just

v uul'l he interesting, too, to ob

how. with hem

flowei 1 the character

this latter 1 learned much much

I p the «¦

aat hall ful! of

fragrance. 1 walked alowly
hyac;i ig in all tl

c.ipai
neomprehen

flower, the orchid, whose bulky, s«

roots and
.-um. "It ain't right," --.. d I

handed woman; "I tell you, Soph!
ain't r.ghi." Perhaps she was thin

vaguely of eugenics and heredity.
And passing to the rose?, moro b

tiful than an> seen in the Lou.s
den«, and to the lilies, the var.ous

ding plants, 1 found that while all
* beautiful were named fur wc

ria Lo

. -»nj.

'I h.« was most euri« sa, I wsri

fer- dered uru'irnl among the women, listen*
°' ing to ii;. remarl -a who knew

-. .-

all of one of thi»

lar^'e two men

proudly holii.i.i: forth to an eager

martIy goa ned worn«

'Are there sny women tlori:'.

..ng s blond boy to 01

lie scratched his head anj smiled.

luppoae there are some, but I
! eard of 01

cept, 'h«' little flower tan

"Why ar.~' sny '...g successful

pm.
1 "a**'r.ed !¦» ..

'" 'he.i- ab

Q»t flower profession rather astonifhiag.
"i'n, I ti'»n't know. They can't,

fur a woms

tnd it isn'
f « 'i;ce to

ind,

une

en-

i.»m

¡I

'he il
men are «uppos« d

They 1

pro-

.¦

.'os- "Oh, well, lots of women do

Many of the exhibitors ara

a. then, of eourae, they have

»ing '< S-*»*"
At soon 1 came upon proof p..

pi«u- of woman'» entir; disassociation from

gar-¡the professional floral held, at least in
,. New York. Very near the entrance

the was a charming little room, shut oiT
.:. s mala by leafy ho-ver«. \ «ign

Vor,
I entered

mors '.hau auaMOus to imj»a;t any in*

forma- intil he as¬

certained tl ted to know about

Flower Growing Tie \.«>rl» for a Lady."

"1 ,;. about them,

lady. We have five hundred members.
a worn in. You

c are profeaaional florists and

And thai ia no work for a

lady. It is hard work. She would have

it all h.ours of the night and

r fires. She would have to

i shovel dirt. And, it would take]
tal."

"Couldn't aha have u man do the

heavy work, and ?he direct and do the

scientific part?" Ha dl not know. Ha
thought maybe she could, but it might
not pay "Bui maybe the pr<
can t»!l you."

But 1 pn lent, Harr] \. Bunyard,
»son why.
there are

laws don't
exclude* them. Hut thej just aren't.

Sorry, bul no bu il t'or a

woman." i- was thinking of'

unwritten

I continued n.;. »terminad to

aroman who was responsible for
at least a part of the business of this
flower show. Groups of intelligent
women stoo.! about roses and decided
that theirs had ¡.ever been as lari¿e.
But one felt Instinctively that the
garder.er had dona mo it of the manual
labor and hud given a.most all the ad-
..ce. And niea old women1

iam, Canterbury bells, hoUyheck, del-

pbinium and all the o'hr-r:» that used
to grow in unordered profusion in the
garden b«»di<. These, by the way, are

coining Into fashion again.
(lid lashioned Flower« Return to Favor

"Women love them," explained or."

of the florists, "but men don't partic¬
ularly. You fee. men like things to be
more orderly and laid out more artisti-
eally in color schemes. But these can
be made artistic, too, and they are go¬
ing to be very popular this year."
Two little old ladies I they must have

been long past seventy) stood in front
of that exquisito plant the Crown of
Thorns. For a long while they «tood
before the beautiful dusky purple of
the densely thorned vines, which
twined about in thick curve*, shooting
forth hero and there a bright, star-
like little red flower.
"My mother'* wae not nearly as thick

as that. And the flowers grew on top.
I wonder how they manage to do that."
A ni I found many of that type of sweet
flower le", ers were th^e, but no horti¬
culturists.

Finally, the raaSQBS for woman's ab¬
sence from the profession, which one

might expect her to lo\e and to be,
most proficient in, were explaiaed to
me by one of the worker I employed b\
a prominent New York florist.

"Women like flowers, but they do
not like to work."
"They like to cut them, to buy

them; but not to study them."
"Growing flowers is rough, heavy

work, and too great a tax for any
woman's strength."

"Selling flower« is a disagree¬
able and unbelievably difficult
business."
Being a florist in a city Ilka New

York, he explained. Is not merely play¬
ing around with Bowers. "You must
lift heavy pots, you must know how to

mop the Poor snd you must wot«; ''rom
7 o'clock ;ti the morning until late n»

until, perhaps, 2 or '¿ o'clock in
the morning. No woman can do that.

hven if she were merely tnen w ¦

the arranging of the flcwrrs, «tad m*
sort of thing, the work would bete»
taxing.

Florists Take to Prink.
"N'o, it's no businss for a woman. .».

least, out here, la the Went then .*.

lots of big flor.s's who are women. .*>..

in the West there are no very f«oi
florists."

I was amazed and indignant. ».«'*

ists needed uplifting. They needed the

softening and beautifying influence «.

woman's hands. But I OU *t'M'4"'

resigned, for the difficulties seemf« V

.superable.
But. tucked sway Is » corner oft«

second floor, I found rwS booth» Wß9
gave me hope, and sent me out P

of rejoicing. In one I learned of*
Women's National Agricultural **.

Horticultural Aeaoeistien, ar.d m -*"

other I lcurne.l of the Hor'.ifu'*»-»-
School at Amb'er, ?*'.n.. -..
teaches wome.i tr.e \ar.ous fbtM* ..

scientitic flower growing »nd how P"*
tieally to apply then,. In thil to**
is being cdu ^ r-eas»
Will Vie with men, -ir.i perhapi .**'

iri hen« !..
haps the II rill be fíti¿*j:
?,, .,,,,,.,... more ""*¦

will hat i their concet¬
to those prol
able to mkntrnhmß '.'""'

» re is »" ¡J*
pation which the committee on 9W

¦ees opportun tiM for women .¦**¦

well a.i.: to the - lists _i
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